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So do the sublime and the homely mingle in these
charming works of art. On the Western and Southern
gateways similar, often the same, incidents occur. And
as the procession passes out through the Western gate,
emphasis is laid, as we should expect, upon the Nirvana.
With thoughts full of the meaning of this victory of the
spirit—this final conquest—they depart as the sun sets,
and the stonework changes from rose-red and gold to
black and silver.
Of the date of this great monument we are not sure,
but it may well belong to the first century before the Chris-
tian era. If these admirable sculptures show Greek or
Persian influence they are yet in subject-matter and in
execution Indian, and it was an Indian impulse which
passed on from these centres to Cambodia and Java, to
Siam and Burma. It was an Indian impulse, too, which
carried the Greek influence of Gandhara to Chinese
Turkistan, and so on to the Far East. From Barhut to
Borobodur, even more than from Gandhara to Horiuji,
is a natural development covering in each case nearly
a thousand years, and illustrating the evolution alike of
Buddhist art and thought. Here one may trace the growth
of the stupa from a simple burial mound to an elabor-
ate terraced cenotaph. One may see the Buddha legend
grow from the story of a young chieftain who renounced
the joys of home to find salvation for himself, to the cosmic
drama of a god above the gods, who revealed, as men were
able to receive them, the mysteries of Transcendent Truth.
At Barhut and Sanchi some of this mystery no doubt
was present from the beginning. It is partly because of
this that the Buddha appears only in symbols. They tell
us of his birth, first sermon, and enlightenment, or of his
death, and we know that pilgrimages were instituted by
Asoka to the sacred spots connected with these events. In
the account of his death, the most lifelike and touching of
Buddhist scriptures, the Master himself is represented as
instituting them.
Before these symbols kings and other lay-people, animals,

